SIR THOMAS MALORY

But is this kind of inconsistency a flaw? It may be that
Malory is inconsistent for a purely mechanical reason, that
he cannot control his originals. I should prefer to think
that he could see two sides of a question, that he could feel
with Lancelot in his love as well as in his preaching. But
whether he could or not, the fact is that this not too con*
spicuous vacillating between two or more worlds is some-
thing which, whether it is due to skill or accident, is
greatly to be desired in novels because it represents,though
far more gently, the bitter dialectic of oppositcs which
makes humanity. Any child trained on the Dalcroze
system can move two limbs simultaneously in different
rhythms. Any civilized man can see simultaneously, or
at least in rapid alternation, the point of marriage a la
Malory and of love a la Lancelot.

The main themes and persons of the Morte D'Arthurhzve
often been analysed. To illustrate my thesis that Malory
to some extent benefited from the difficulties of his task, if
not also from the deficiencies of his own mind (it does not
hurt a novelist to be something of a zany), I would take
the character of Sir Gawaine. Sir Gawaine took my
fancy when I first read the book at the age of twelve. I
have since tried to find the reason for this. He is not one
of the villains, like King Mark or Morgan le Fay, but he
more often than not is out of favour with his author. He
is a strong knight but not a very knightly one. Perhaps
I liked him because I felt that the author had a grudge
against him. There are some half-dozen knights who
can always beat him, and the reader acquires a sporting
hope that he may give one of them a surprise. This
sporting interest is a little counterbalanced by the fact that
Gawaine has an unfair advantage in that his strength
magically increases threefold towards noon. But "his
wind and his evil will" increased with it, which gives him
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